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This paper focuses on a particular political phenomenon in Taiwan’s political 
development: national identity and alienation of ethnic identity of Taiwanese. Identity 
has significant influence on Taiwan’s political development. In this paper, the notions 
of nation, nationalism and “Taiwanese nationalism” will be defined by summarizing 
the modern western theories of nationalism, and by employing the classical notion of 
nation defined by Stalin. From the historical perspective, the constructive process of 
“Taiwanese nationalism” fabricated by “pro-Taiwan Independence” forces will be 
reviewed, and the ideology of  “Taiwanese Nationalism” will be criticized by using 
the theories of nationalism. Then, the origin and development background of 
“Taiwanese nationalism” will be analyzed with various perspectives by discussing the 
social background, “the 228 Incident”, White Terror period in Taiwan, Taiwan’s 
democratization, “the Qiandao Lake Incident”, “Taiwan Strait Crisis” and the policies 
of “de-Chinese” carried out by the Taiwan authority. Eventually, the impacts of 
“Taiwanese nationalism” on “Taiwan independence movements”, Taiwan 
democratization and the Cross-strait relations will be evaluated in this paper. This 
paper concludes that so-called “Taiwanese nationalism” is merely the product of 
artificial construction. Dominant "Taiwan nationalism" is not accepted by the majority 
of Taiwanese, whereas recessive“Taiwan consciousness” has already become Taiwan's 
mainstream ideology. The construction of “common fate community of cross-strait 
“can serve as an essential part to resolve the “Taiwanese nationalism”. 
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